
December 19, 2025  
 
The Honorable Kathy Hochul  
Governor of New York State  
NYS State Capitol Building  
Albany, NY 12224  
  
Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins  
New York State Senate  
LOB 907  
Albany, NY 12247  
  
Speaker Carl Heastie  
New York State Assembly  
LOB 932  
Albany, NY 12248  
 
Dear Governor Hochul, Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, and Speaker Heastie,  
  
We, the undersigned organizations from across New York State, urge you to prioritize food 
security in next year’s state budget. The disruptions to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) during the recent government shutdown underscored both the critical 
importance of SNAP and the need for additional state investments to mitigate the impacts of 
harmful federal actions—including draconian cuts in the budget reconciliation bill (H.R.1) that 
will further threaten food security in the months and years ahead.  
  
Nearly three million New Yorkers rely on SNAP to put food on the table, a majority of whom are 
children, seniors, or individuals with disabilities. Federal cuts in H.R.1 will have immediate and 
tangible impacts on families’ food budgets, compounding the affordability crisis and increasing 
demand on emergency food systems. These changes will threaten SNAP access for over 300,000 
New Yorkers due to the expansion of time limits, jeopardize SNAP eligibility for more than 
40,000 immigrants residing lawfully in New York, and shift $200 million in SNAP 
administrative costs onto state and county budgets beginning in October 2026.   
  
To minimize harm and improve food security for New Yorkers, we urge you to prioritize the 
following investments in the FY2027 New York State Budget:  
 

●​ Support strong SNAP administration. Effective October 2026, federal funding for 
SNAP administration will be cut in half. Local social service agencies are already 
struggling to keep up with SNAP applications and recertifications. Expanded work 



reporting requirements and new eligibility and budgeting rules will only worsen 
administrative burdens. The FY2027 state budget must include sufficient funding to fully 
fill federal gaps and support our state and local agencies as they operate this critical 
program. 

 
●​ Sustain SNAP outreach and application assistance. New York’s statewide network of 

SNAP navigators, the Nutrition Outreach and Education Program (NOEP), will also lose 
half of its federal funding beginning October 2026. This network of more than eighty 
on-the-ground SNAP experts will be especially critical as families navigate complex 
program changes and the state seeks to lower its error rate. In the absence of additional 
state funding, NOEP will be forced to scale back its services when they are needed the 
most. To sustain SNAP navigators statewide, the FY2027 budget must fund NOEP at 
$8.5M. 

 
●​ Transition to more secure EBT chip cards to protect SNAP benefits. More than 

150,000 New York families have filed claims reporting electronic SNAP benefit theft 
since 2023, making New York the hardest-hit state in the nation. Transitioning to EBT 
chip cards will mitigate theft at the source, protecting taxpayer dollars and ensuring 
families can use their benefits to buy the food they need. The FY2027 budget must 
include resources to purchase and distribute EBT chip cards and make necessary 
technology upgrades to enable the transition. 

 
●​ Provide state funding to ensure all New Yorkers receive a monthly SNAP benefit of 

at least $100. Federal changes in SNAP budgeting rules may increase the number of 
New Yorkers who receive the minimum benefit of just $24 per month, wholly inadequate 
to meaningfully support a month of food costs. Guaranteeing a more adequate monthly 
benefit can also help increase SNAP participation rates and draw down more federal 
dollars into our state’s economy. The FY2027 budget should include $100.1M to provide 
a state supplement establishing a $100 minimum SNAP benefit. 

 
●​ Provide state funding that extends food assistance to excluded New Yorkers. Many 

income-eligible New Yorkers are currently excluded from SNAP solely due to their 
immigration status. Federal changes included in H.R.1 further exacerbate such exclusions 
by removing eligibility for refugees, asylees, and other humanitarian groups. New York 
must step in and fill these gaps by investing $244 million to provide food assistance 
benefits for non-citizen households with children—in alignment with recommendations 
from the Child Poverty Reduction Advisory Council—as well as for immigrant groups 
recently excluded from SNAP through H.R.1. 

 
 



●​ Bolster other nutrition programs, including:   

○​ WIC: Amid cuts to SNAP and Medicaid, the Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) remains a critical nutrition security 
and public health support for our youngest New Yorkers and their families. To 
support increased participation, the FY2027 budget must include $30M to alleviate 
ongoing budget shortfalls at local WIC agencies, equip statewide outreach, and 
sustain modernizations that make the program more efficient and accessible, ensuring 
every eligible family can participate and thrive.  

○​ HPNAP and Nourish New York: Statewide hunger relief programs serve as a 
backstop for New Yorkers working to make ends meet, as well as families excluded 
from federal nutrition programs. Especially considering recent changes to SNAP 
access, ensuring all New Yorkers have consistent access to healthy food in their 
community must be a top priority. That is why New York must continue to support 
the work of hunger relief organizations by providing $75M for the Hunger Prevention 
and Nutrition Assistance Program and $75M for Nourish New York in the FY2027 
budget. 

○​ Double Up Food Bucks: Through Double Up Food Bucks New York (DUFBNY), 
SNAP shoppers receive a dollar-for-dollar match on fresh fruits and vegetables at 
farm stands, farmers’ markets, corner stores, and grocery stores. The program is 
operational at more than 320 locations in 53 counties, covering 85% of the state. In 
2025, the program will match approximately $4.2 million in SNAP purchases of fresh 
produce, four times more than in 2024. We request that New York allocate $3M in the 
FY2027 budget to support DUFBNY. 

○​ Universal School Meals and Summer EBT: Thanks to New York’s historic 
investment in universal school meals, 2.7 million students began the school year with 
a new reality: free school breakfast and lunch, no questions asked. This proven policy 
saves families money and time, eliminates stigma, and supports learning and health. 
Over the summer break, when many kids lose access to school meals, New York’s 
commitment to operating Summer EBT has helped families bridge the gap. As 
families face cuts to other benefits and services, it is especially critical to sustain 
these investments and seek opportunities to further expand access.  

  
While lawmakers in DC cut vital programs and services that support struggling families, our 
state has an opportunity to send a different message: New York takes care of our own. With 
strong state investments and a dedicated community of lawmakers, program administrators, and 
anti-hunger partners, we can ensure our neighbors have access to the food they need.   

Thank you for your continued partnership in advancing food security for all New Yorkers.  



Sincerely,  
 
Statewide Organizations 
Black Farmers United-NYS 
Chilis on Wheels 
Church Women United in New York State 
Coalition for Asian American Children and Families 
Common Cause 
Community Food Advocates 
EdTrust-NY 
Families Together in New York State 
Feeding New York State 
Federation of Protestant Welfare Agencies 
Hunger Free America 
Hunger Solutions New York 
LiveOn NY 
New York State American Academy of Pediatrics 
New York State Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics  
New York State Council of Churches  
New York State Food as Medicine Coalition 
New York State Public Health Association  
New York State PTA 
Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy 
Soul Fire Farm 
The Alliance for a Hunger Free New York 
The Harding Ford Vision, Inc. 
United Neighborhood Houses 
United Way of New York State & 211 New York Inc. 
WIC Association of NYS 
Young Invincibles  
 
Local & Regional Organizations 
Adirondack Food System Network 
Baptized Church Food Pantry  
Broome County Food Council 
Catherine Cupboard Food Pantry 
Catholic Charities of Broome County 
Catholic Charities Community Services of Rockland County 
Catholic Charities of Long Island 
Catholic Charities Tioga 



Catholic Charities Tri-County Services 
Central United Methodist Church 
Chatham Area Silent Pantry 
Children's Museum at Saratoga 
Chinese-American Planning Council 
Citizens' Committee for Children of New York 
City Harvest 
Citymeals on Wheels 
Collective Focus Resource Hub  
Columbia Kitchen 
Community Action - Ulster & Sullivan 
Community Missions of Niagara Frontier, Inc. 
Cooperstown Food Pantry 
Cornell Cooperative Extension Steuben County 
Corning Community Food Pantry 
Danby Community Food Pantry  
Drive Change 
Edith B. Ford Memorial Library 
Elmhurst WIC program  
Enfield Food Distribution 
Equity Advocates 
Erin's Angels of CNY 
Fairview Community Meal 
Farm School NYC 
Feeding Westchester 
FeedMore WNY 
Food Bank For New York City 
Food Bank of Central New York 
Food Bank of the Southern Tier  
Foodlink 
Geel Community Services 
Gethsemane Food Pantry  
Grace Community Meal Program  
GreenStar Food Co-op 
Groton Community Cupboard 
Hammondsport Food Pantry 
Helping Hands Food Pantry 
Inclusive Alliance IPA, Inc. 
InterFaith Works of Central NY 
Interreligious Food Consortium 



Island Harvest Food Bank 
Ithaca Kitchen Cupboard  
Lansing Lunchbox 
Las Maravillas del Exodo 
Loaves & Fishes of Tompkins County 
Loaves and Fishes Outreach Ministries 
Long Island Cares, Inc.-The Harry Chapin Food Bank 
Market 32 and Price Chopper 
Meals on Wheels of Chemung County 
Meals on Wheels of Western Broome, Inc. 
Oko Farms 
Partners in Nutrition  
Pitney Meadows Community Farm 
Project Concern  
Project Hospitality 
Regional Food Bank 
Ryan Health 
Safety Net Project at the Urban Justice Center 
SBH WIC Program LA 265 
Schenectady County Food Council 
Shepherd’s Pantry 
Society for the Protection & Care of Children 
Spencer Van Etten Community Food Cupboard 
St. Alban's Episcopal Church, Syracuse 
St. John’s Bread and Life 
St. Michael’s Food Pantry & Community Meal Program 
Stony Brook WIC Program 
Syracuse-Onondaga Food Systems Alliance 
The Campaign Against Hunger  
The Food Pantries for the Capital District 
The Grizzly Grub Hub School Food Center 
The Painted Post Food Pantry, Inc. 
The Promise Land & Purpose Churches 
Tioga County Rural Ministry, Inc. 
Tompkins Food Future 
TOUCH_Together Our Unity Can Heal 
Trumansburg Food Pantry 
Union Presbyterian Food Pantry 
United Way of Broome County, Inc. 
United Way of the Dutchess-Orange Region 



United Way of Westchester and Putnam 
Upper Westchester Muslim Society  
Watkins Glen School Food Center 
Wellness Warehouse 
Westchester Children's Association  
Westside Food Pantry  
Zone 126 
 
Cc: 

Angela Profeta, Deputy Secretary for Health, NYS Executive Chamber 
Peter Hatch, Deputy Secretary for Human Services and Mental Hygiene, NYS Executive 
Chamber 
Isaac McGinn, Assistant Secretary for Human Services and Mental Hygiene, NYS 
Executive Chamber 
Ashley Dougherty, Deputy Secretary for the Environment, NYS Executive Chamber 
Susan Zimet, NYS Food and Anti-Hunger Policy Coordinator, NYS Office of Temporary 
and Disability Assistance 
Senator Gustavo Rivera, Chair, Senate Health Committee 
Senator Jabari Brisport, Chair, Senate Committee on Children and Families 
Senator Roxanne Persaud, Chair, Senate Social Services Committee 
Senator Michelle Hinchey, Chair, Senate Agriculture Committee 
Senator Lea Webb, Chair, Senate Women’s Issues Committee 
Senator Rachel May, Chair, Senate Legislative Commission on Rural Resources 
Assemblymember Amy Paulin, Chair, Assembly Health Committee 
Assemblymember Andrew Hevesi, Chair, Assembly Committee on Children and 
Families 
Assemblymember Maritza Davila, Chair, Assembly Committee on Social Services 
Assemblymember Donna Lupardo, Chair, Assembly Agriculture Committee 
Assemblymember Jessica González-Rojas, Chair, Assembly Task Force on Women’s 
Issues 
Assemblymember Dr. Anna Kelles, Chair, Assembly Legislative Commission on Rural 
Resources 
Assemblymember Khaleel Anderson, Chair, Assembly Task Force on Food, Farm & 
Nutrition Policy 


